Calendar No. 2059 


84TH CONGRESS ' SENATE REPORT 
2d Session | No. 2036 


HAROLD D. ROBISON 
May 22 (legislative day, May 7), 1956.—Ordered to be prirted 


Mr. Eastianp, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. 1893) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1893) for the relief of Harold D. Robison, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 


The purpose of the bill is to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to Harold D. Robison, of Pleasant Grove, Utah, the 
sum of $8,865.35. Such sum shall be in full satisfaction of his claim 
against the United States for additional compensation for the loss of 
clothing, household furnishings, and other personal property sustained 
by him, while serving as an employee of the State Department, as the 
result of the emergency evacuation of State Department personnel, 
due to enemy action, from Singapore, on February 12, 1942. 


STATEMENT 


When the Japanese invaded the island of Singapore in February 
1942, Foreign Service officers Kenneth S. Patton, Harold D. Robison, 
and C. O. Thompson continued their duties at the American consulate 
general following evacuation of their families. On February 12, 1942, 
advances to the outskirts of the city of Singapore having been ‘made, 
the officers were forced to close the consulate general and evacuate by 
a British vessel which proceeded to Australia (Singapore had been 
under constant aerial bombardment since December 7, 1941, when 
war was declared between the United States and Japan). ‘The officers 
were able to carry with them only a few suitcases and official docu- 
ments. Their household and personal effects were of necessity 
abandoned and were never recovered. 
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2 HAROLD D. ROBISON 


Under the State Department’s administrative regulations governing 
such claims, each of the officers submitted a claim for his losses. Mr. 
Robison’s claim in the amount of $17,665.35 was considered by the 
Claim Board of the Department on March 4, 1944. In accordance 
with the policy limiting the amount of reimbursement against any 
claim for personal effects to twice the amount of the claimant’s annual 
salary at the time of loss, Mr. Robison’s claim was approved for 
$8,800. Upon the Department’s recommendation this amount was 
reimbursed to him under authority contained in Private Law 13, 
79th Congress, approved March 23, 1945. S. 1893, if approved by the 
present Congress, would provide reimbursement for the amount dis- 
allowed by the Department and the 79th Congress. Had reimburse- 
ment not been limited by the precedent stated, the Claim Board would 
have taken into consideration the quantity of and value placed upon 
individual items in the claim, depreciation, size of claimant’s family, 
items inappropriate for reimbursement, requirements for official enter- 
tainment, et cetera. 

The committee believes that the equities in this case warrant favor- 
able consideration. The claimant was a career employee whose only 
home was where he was stationed under Government orders. Thus his 
entire personal effects were necessarily located in the war’s path. His 
orders to ship out his personalty were received too late to diminish 
the loss. A prior evacuation of his effects would have only served to 
enhance the hysteria rampant at the time. The claimant took all 
steps available to insure against Joss but his policy of $20,000 outlawed 
war risks. Part of the life of a career employee abroad is to maintain 
as well-regulated and furnished a home as salary and economic position 
warrants. Social station and the problem of “face” in the east are 
well known. Thus the policy of our departments is to encourage its 
employees in the proper maintenance of their homes. Finally, of 
course, this claim was certified in the amount of this bill against the 
Japanese Government. Unfortunately, for the claimant, however, 
the treaty with Japan contained a disclaimer of reparations. 

In view of the foregoing your committee recommends enactment. 

Attached hereto and made a part hereof are applicable substantiat- 


ing data. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 7, 19565. 

DEAR SENATOR KILGORE: Your letter of May 12, 1955, requests a report from 
the Department on S. 1893, a bill for the relief of Harold D. Robison. 

When the Japanese invaded the island of Singapore in February 1942, Foreign 
Service Officers Kenneth S. Patton, Harold D. Robison, and C. O. Thompson 
continued their duties at the American consulate general following evacuation of 
their families. On February 12, 1942, advances to the outskirts of the city of 
Singapore having been made, the officers were forced to close the consulate gen- 
eral and evacuate by a British vessel which proceeded to Australia. (Singapore 
had been under constant aerial bombardment since December 7, 1941, when war 
was declared between the United States and Japan.) The officers were able to 
carry with them only a few suitcases and official documents. Their household 
and personal effects were of necessity &#bandoned and were never recovered. 

Under the Department’s administrative regulations governing such claims, 
each of the officers submitted a claim for his losses. Mr. Robison’s claim in the 
amount of $17,665.35 was considered by the Claim Board of the Department on 
March 4, 1944. In accordance with the policy limiting the amount for reimburse- 
ment against any claim for personal effects to twice the amount of the claimant’s 
annual salary at the time of loss, Mr. Robison’s claim was approved for $8,800. 
Upon the Department’s recommendation this amount was reimbursed to him 
under authority contained in Private Law 13, 79th Congress, approved March 
23, 1945. 8S. 1893, if approved by the present Congress, would provide reimburse- 
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ment for the amount disallowed by the Department and the 79th Congress. 
Had reimbursement not been limited by the precedent stated, the Claim Board 
would have taken into consideration the quantity of and value placed upon 
individual items in the claim, depreciation, size of claimant’s family, items 
inappropriate for reimbursement, requirements for official entertainment, et 
cetera. The eon Claim Board, whose members have changed since first con- 
sideration of Mr. Robison’s claim in 1944, has reviewed the full amount of the 
claim. When all the factors mentioned above have been considered, the Board 
is of the opinion that a reduction of the claim from $17,665.35 to $8,800 was a 
fair settlement and that it provided reimbursement for effects which might prop- 
erly be considered reasonable, useful, and necessary in connection with his duties 
at Singapore in 1942 when prices in general were somewhat lower than thev 
are today. 

Claims of the three officers who sustained losses at the same time and under the 
same circumstances are listed in the following tabulation: 


| | Amount 
7 Amount of 5» | Authority— 
PP O O caim | °R omone | Private Law 
i 


Í 


Patton, Kenneth S., American consul! general, FSO-1, $9,000..| $6, 975. 00 $5, 660 | 145, 78th Cong. 

Robison, Harold D., American consul, FSO-VII, $4,400 17, 665. 35 8, 800 | 13, 79th Cong. 

Thompson, O. O., American vice consul, FSO-unclassified 4, 793. 50 4, 500 | 13, 70th Cong. 
(A), $3,500. 


In the light of the above comments the Department is unable to recommend 
approval of S. 1893. 

Enclosed for the committee’s information and convenience is a copy of Mr. 
Robison’s claim. 

The Department has been informed by the Bureau of the Budget that there is 
no objection to the submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
Turustron B. Morton, 
Assistant Secretary 
(For the Secretary of State). 


AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL, 
Sydney, Australia, June 23, 1943. 


Subject: Request for reimbursement for loss of household and personal effects 
abandoned at Singapore on February 12, 1942, owing to enemy action. 
The honorable the SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Washington. 

Sır: With reference to Diplomatic Circular No. 2129 dated February 14, 1932, 
transmitting departmental order No. 532 one-fourth of December 21, 1931, I 
have the honor to submit the attached inventory in regard to reimbursement for 
loss of property which was abandoned in Singapore two days before the surrender 
of that territory to the Japanese. 

Most of the household and personal effects were left in my residence at 44 
Stevens Road, Singapore. Nine cases of property were left in the office of the 
American consulate general, Union Building, and one car in the garage at Consul 
General Patton’s residence, which, during the last few weeks, had been used as an 
office. The office in the Union Building and Mr. Patton’s residence were turned 
over officially to the Swiss consul. 

No claim is being presented for a collection of Oriental curios which were accu- 
mulated during my service in China, Japan, the Philippine Islands and travels 
throughout the world, but is confined to those items which go to make a home in 
keeping with the social obligations that are expected of a representative of the 
United States. 

I wish to invite the attention of the Board which reviews these claims to the 
Department’s circular telegram which granted permission to Foreign Service 
officers for packing and transportation to the United States at Government ex- 

nse Bau bnó and personal effects. I believe this telegram was sent out by the 


partment in August or September 1941 but it was not received in Singapore 
until some time during the latter part of October. After the instruction had been 
received it was no longer possible to secure the services of packers and all shipping 
space was being utilized for the handling of strategic war materials. 
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If I had been in a position to take advantage of the Department’s instruction 
and send my household effects to a safer area it would have been necessary for me 
to try to locate a furnished house, which at the time was practically unprocurable. 

After December 8, all my time was occupied in evacuating the American com- 
munity and my wife was on voluntary duty assisting in handling war casualties 
at a Chinese hosnital, leaving neither of us time to take care of our personal effects. 
Mrs. Robison left as a deck passenger on January 30 with a few pieces of hand 
luggage containing wearing apparel. I had only 2 hours notice before the time of 
departure of the boat on which I had been granted passage to wind up all my 
affairs. I spent most of this time in an effort to locate other consular officers and 
the two military observers who were to accompany us, and only had time to pack 
necessities such as foods, bedding sufficient for a 10 days sea voyage, and a few 
clothes. 

The following people were frequent visitors at my home in Singapore and I 
believe they have a general idea of the household and personal effects which I 
was forced to abandon. 

Mr. Monnett B. Davis, Chief, Division of Foreign Service Administration, 
Department of State (formerly Consul General at Singapore), and Mrs. 
Davis. 

Consul General and Mrs. K. S. Patton, Calcutta (formerly at Singapore), 

Vice Consul and Mrs. C. O. Thompson (formerly at Singapore) 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Broderick, Muller Phipps Asia Ltd., 1 Park Avenue, 
New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Bartlett, General Milk Co., Inc., 19 Rector Street, 
New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Tyrell (Radio Corporation of America). Mr. Tyrell 
is now on duty in Washington, D. C. 

Capt. Archer M. Allen, United States Navy (now on duty in Washington 
with the Navy Department). 

Mr. M. D. Cooper, United Sttes Navy. 

The delay in submitting the attached claim has been due to long delays in con- 
nection with the exchange of correspondence on the subject between myself and 
my wife, and illness. 

Respectfully yours, 

True copy of original signed by: 

Haroutp D. Rosison, 
American Consul. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA, 
State of New South Wales, City of Sydney, Consulate General of the United 
States of America, ss: 

Before me, Perry Ellis, vice consul of the United States of America, in and for 
the consular district of Sydney, Australia, duly commissioned and qualified, per- 
sonally appeared Harold D. Robison, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That the attached inventory represents personal and houschold effects aban- 
doned in Singapore, February 12, 1942, owing to enemy action. 

That, with the exception of the items marked ‘‘New or purchased in 1941,” the 
inventory was made up from records made during the latter part of 1939 for 
packing and insurance purposes. 

That I have made informal inquiries and have been given to understand that 
it is impossible to recover insurance as my policies did not contain a war-risk 
clause. 

That it was practically impossible to remove these household and personal 
effects from the war zone owing to disruption of packing facilities, transport, and 
lack of shipping space. 

That, owing to climatic conditions, I believe that unless the household and 
personal effects are recovered by December 31, 1943, they will be a total loss. 

That the value of the household and personal effects listed on the inventory 
represents a true value to the best of my knowledge and belief and the items were 
essential for maintaining a home in keeping with the requirements of my position. 


and further deponent saith not. 
Harotpv D. Rosison. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23d day of June A. D. 1943. 


Perry E ts, 
Vice Consul of the United States of America. 
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Inventory of household and personal effects belonging to Harold D. Robison, Foreign 
Service officer, and wife, abandoned at Singapore, Feb. 12, 1942 


[Value in United States dollars] 
PICTURES 


Item Condition Value 


00 


1 alee d print (raised design) (Bertha Lum) 35. 00 
4 prints, size 18 by 24 inches, at $10 each : 
3 prints, size 20 by 28 inches, at $12 each ` | 36. 00 
5 prints, size 12 by 15 inches, at $7 each 
10 prints, size 10 by 12 inches, at $5 each 
l etching, size 18 by 24 inches 
1 etching, size 12 by 15 inches 

(Glass and frame included in all the above values. ) 
4 hand-embroidered pictures (Peking stitch)... 
2 hand-embroidered pictures (Peking stitch 

(Hand-carved frames included in 2 foregoing items. 

3 small paintings, at $5 each a 
w a a E AA a EEES E 
3 photographs and frames, at $7.50 each 
6 smaller photographs and frames at $4 each 
3 photographs and frames (of home), at $2.5 
4 iron pictures, size 18 by 36 inches, a 
4 iron pictures, small size, at $1.50 each 
6 iron pictures, small size, at 50 ¢ 
1 life-size portrait of Lenore L. Robi son 
1 caricature of consulate general] staff at Singapore (original drawit ing 


SRARALCS 





s 
> 





TRAYS (some were never used) 


1 cocktail tray (Nathan & Dormann) wh 

3 extra large trays (these and followi ing trays: all with carved frames and Peki ng 
embroidery), at $12.50 each 

2 medium size trays, at $10 each 

2 smaller size trays, at $7 

5 small round trays, at $3 each 





LACQUER 


2 long cocktail trays (gold lacquer), at $6 each 

3 large trays (black lacquer, gold leaf), at $5 each 

4 round trays (gold lacquer), at $2 eat $ i 

1 large salad bow}, fork, spoon, and tray (gold lac T 

1 large salad bowl, fork, spoon, and tr a (black In eque r). DALA 

12 cocktail cups and cocktail shaker (black and g old lacque r) n a a 

12 after-dinner coffee cups and saucers (gold lacquer 

1 set consisting of coffee pot, creamer, sugar bowl, i tray (gold lac 

2 small gold lacquer vases, at $2.50 each.............. canter Samet 

2 smal! gold lacquer vases, at $2 each a 

1 gold lacquer nut set (large bowl, 12 individuais, spoon and tr: Ly ) 

1 black lacquer (large bowl, 12 a I CR a do. 
12 small after-dinner coffee spoons (sok SEOD o Bae T a do.. 
E A RENE, OF e E E NE EE. O do.. 
3 black lacquer powderboxes, at $1.7: a 

a a E a naana saaa a a a do 
IIT aaa aaao | -do.. 
1 gold lacquer cigarette box 

3 black lacquer cigarette boxes............-..- 

1 large black lacquer bow! with stand (silver inlay) . 

1 large black lacquer vase (silver inlay) 

1 black lacquer bon-bon dish with cover 

1 red lacquer bon-bon dish with cover 

2 blue lacquer vases (Chinese silk lacquer) 

1 silk lacquer vase 

2 images old men (silk lacquer) 

1 red lacquer table (gold leaf) 


TEATES ITY OF MICHIGAN 
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Inventory of household and personal effects belonging to Harold D. Robison, Foreign 
Service officer, and wife, abandoned at Singapore, Feb. 12, 194 12@—Continued 


[Value in United States dollars} 
DRAPES, CURTAINS, CURTAIN RODS, ETC. 


Item | Condition Value 


Dining-room drapes at windows (4 panels). ...-.-----=---.--........=-......s... | 
ee ee oe AE a a t A d 
Wrought iron poles for same 

OE EO DOE e e S AAR | 
Living-room drapes... 

Living-room drapes (in alcove). 

4 long heavy drapes at fernery alcove 

Wrought iron pole for same (extra long) 

Curtains and drapes in principal bedroom (12 2 windows in room)... 

Curtains in dressing r OM.. i 

Bathroom curtains and shower curtain (cet). i 

Lined drapes and curtains stored in trunks which were used in previous home. 

3 bolts (75 yards) heavy silk for drapes (new). sabia aba 

Curtain rods, brass poles, etc... 

1 long (6% feet) wrought iron pole for he avy wi all hanging... 

1 long (514 feet) wrought iron pole for heavy wall hanging 

1 long (4 feet) wrought iron pole for heavy wall hanging.. 

1 long (3 feet) wrought iron pole for heavy wall hanging........................j... we Ra 
6 long (8 feet) brass poles for mosquito net racks | 

3 stretcher rods for other mosquito net in guestroom 


CHINESE RUGS 


(All No. 1 quality; some of them superquality. Al rugs in excellent condition; s 


39 by 12 rugs (embossed), at $175 each........ 
18 by 10 rug (embossed)... Wy 
1 8 by 8 rug (bexagonal) (supe ry 
22 by 4rugs.... 
24 by 7 rugs (embo ssed). 
23 by 6 rugs (embossed). 
15% by 8 (oval) embossed 
2314 by 8 loval) embossed 
22 by 314 (fan-shaped). 
2114 by 114 (round). -. 
13 by 6, oblong (embossed) 
by 2. square (superquality 
ig by 134, round (embossed) 
, fan-shaned 
13 (0 blong) superquality 
y 4 (oblong) superquali y 
; 3 (oblong) superquality E ei 
jy 3 (saddleback) sug naaa À 
yy 24 (round) superquality 
72 (re und) superquality 
216 (lantern shape) superquality 
y 3 (sadi ile back) top of ottoman 
2 ( (r pund) top o f ottoman 
y 6 (oblong) superquality, fairy rug, wallhangi 
; 3 (square) superquality, ship and waves, wall hanging 


pat pet pet ed tt ttt DOD DO Mt 
CS OD BO et RO BO RD et RO BD he BO 


TAP eres WALL HANGINGS, EMBROIDERED COVERS, F 


1 priest robe (wall handing 6 feet by 10 feet) rust and goldleaf.... ecocaceee] Very £00d.....| $125.00 
1 piece tapestry, wall hanging (8 feet by 12 feet) new, never been u Excellent.....- 25, 00 
1 piece tapestry, wall hanging (4 feet by 6 feet) new, never been used_......... Mian kde | 25. 00 
2 scrolls from Tibet, at $15 each |V ery good.... 30. 00 
1 wall hanging, o)d embroidery (4 feet by 6 feet) new, not used Excellent _..... 20.00 
1 wall hanging, old embroidery (244 feet by 7 feet) new, not used, stork and | Very good.... 15.00 
flowers. } 
1 piece tapestry (cover for baby grand piano) new, never been used.....- pee nes Excellent 15. 00 
1 piece embroidery (wall handing), new, not u sed. aioe aiaiai | do H i 10.00 
25 smaller pieces of embroidery (average | .----| Very good 50.00 
5 smaller pieces of embroidery ts average $3 each) 1 15, 00 
4 table runners (average $4 each). | Good Mintel 16. 00 
6 rolls (444 to 5 yards each) Obi materis i], new (average o A E O O 48. 00 
2 wall hangings (Chinese kassu) at $12.50 each (not used)_.........-.....-..--- do | 25. 00 
2 Chinese scrolls, at $7.50 Spams SG | Very good.....| 15. 00 





Sooo se sooo oe ee oe eee ew 
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Inventory of household and personal effects belonging to Harold D. Robison, Foreign 
Service officer, and wife, abandoned at Singapore, Feb. 12, 1942—Continued 


[Value in United States dollars} 
ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 


Item Condition Value 


Electrical fixtures and fittings throughout house, including transformer 

1 waffle iron (large size) 

1 waffle iron (small size) 

1 electric iron (large) automatic 

1 electric iron (travel size)... 2 g 

1 electric sandwich grill (large size and automatic). Excellent.. 
1 vacuum cleaner, and attachments... fraa v ery good.. 
1 Toastmaster (double size), special order in 220-volt (new). ee Excellent... 
1 hair dryer Very good... 
1 Westinghouse electric fan, CR oases freer ae 

1 smaller electric fan..............- = 

1 pair electric curling irons.......--- ak oo Very good. 
1 toaster (not automatic) - . ia Good 

1 electric Mixmaster, bowls and appliances, new. Excellent 


FURNITURE 


i 
1 bedroom suite in walnut, consisting of twin beds, dresser, highboy, night 
table, chair, and stool. f 
1 large overstuffed chair, covered in tribute silk 
1 antique dressing table with 10 yards tapestry around same. sh 
1 mirror (3 parts) with antique frame for dressing table i Excellent 
1 dressing table stool, antique, covered with tapestry do 
1 desk | Very good 
1 extra large, 5-foot, “te ak wood chest (camphor lined) sabi se 
1 chest of drawers, teakwood sca en FEB se 3 ns 
1 mahogany table with drawers and used as desk..........--. f do 
1 lime teak table i f : it cee oeey CORT ee ake 
1 bathroom stool fai Fol shes x Good 
1 pair bathroom scales ee ae E 
1 ench in dressing ro IR nw Good 
-| Very good 
10 rati an armchairs (solid bi acks) à -| Good 
2 rattan tables b ppan : -| Very good... 
4 small rattan tables xe dae .| Good 
l rattan (solid weaving) shoe rack, “4 shelves, 10 feet long.. | Very good | 
1 rattan (solid weaving) magazine and bookstand aa eee of COGS cade ai 
1 clothes hamper 8 TELS ETLER t = ennai 
1 chaise lounge and upholstering ; 
3 rattan beds (for servants). 
2 canvas cots (for serva nts) 
1 black lacquer sandwich stand with 3 large tra ys (ne w) z 
2 round (barrel shape) black lac oar tabi : : Jipin -| Very good.. 
l piano and bench É a la oul do 
; solid mahogany settee (long, with SEn ) Excellent 
1 teakwood desk, large, with drawers....--- Tikkis a Gnd 
1 teakwood table (extension) y ; vor d 
1 teakwood table (round) -- en eee : a p xcellent 
1 carved fireplace bench ia E 
1 wardrobe for clothes in dre ssing O TOO T S NSN OE EEEE | Very good 
3 teakwood hatracks ; | Good aed 
1 teakwood clothesrack - - -.. .| Very good..... 
l set black lacquer ts ables (5 tables) with silver inlay, new. Aiia -| Excellent 
1 set (4 tables) carved Jaaa na € 
1 set (4 tables) carved Š | Good 
1 teakwoou magazine rack or musie stand ‘i j | 
3 separate carved wood tables with drawers....~-- Excellent_....-. 
1 carved stand with 2 heavy bronze trays, 3 fect in diamete | Very good. 
Dining-room chairs, 2 side tables (lime teak), grass mat....-.. | Excellent 
2 kitchen tables and 1 pantry table | Good 
1 wax floor polisher, new f 
1 ice-cream freezer (6 quarts) | Good 
1 ice-cream freezer (3 quarts) ...d0 
1 cupboard in storeroom . -.. | Very good 
2 cupboards, or meat safes, in kitchen... d | Good 
lice chest .. 
1 smoking table w vith two brass air tise stirteniincnctpcartniicensiciniesiniesmentitatenainmpnliins | 
4 card tables, at $5.95 each (new) | 
2 card tables, at $2.95 each 
1 Brueni gong (extra large size and sug jer qui ali ty ‘of tone) 
2 hammers for same. - - AEA í an 
1 large black rosewood cz arved stand for gong “a 
1 brass dinner gong and carved wood frame... -- | Very good... 
2 Beauty Rest mattresses and 2 box springs Excellent 
2 metal frames for above, at $19.75 each - 
1 Westinghouse radio, 10-tube set V ery good 
1 Philips radio set (12-tube) new | Excellent 
i 








RIES 
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x 
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Inventory of household and personal effects belonging to Harold D. Robison, Foreign 
Service officer, and wife, abandoned at Singapore, Feb. 12, 1942—Continued 


[Value in United States dollars] 
LAMPS 


Item | Condition Value 


ane ee | | 


1 bronze floor lamp (reflectory) with silk shade... | Excellent...... $25 > 
2 wrought iron bridge lamps and shades, at $10 each. Very good.... 20. ( 
2 Chinese porcelain table lamps, shades and carved bs ases... | Excellent 40 00 
3 Chinese porcelain lamps, as above i 00 
1 heavy beonigs table lamp, base and shade... ‘ pies 5.00 
3 white porcelain table lamps, bases and shades z E 5. 00 
2 sm: àll desk lamps, at $3.50 each......-.-.-- ; Very good..... 7.00 
2 small bed lamps, at $2.50 each i do 5.00 
2 heavy bronze Peking lamps and shai des, at $6 Y | Excellent . 00 
1 as above (round) ERR 
1 horn lantern (Peking) f 
Very good._... 

1 sms all erysts al lamp and $ she Ag ; do 
More than 100 yards of electric cord for l amp s, and to connect same with the | Good...-...... 

few wall plugs, at an average of 15 cents a yard, plus connecting plugs and 

fittings for same. 


MATTRESSES, PILLOWS, CUSHIONS, BEDDING, I 


1 large size mattress (534 feet by 8 feet) specially made for alr-raid shelt Excellent 

s single mattresses, at $9 each Dacha i R a ee 
4 down pillows, at $6 each ainak .......-| PXCEliCI 

4 kapok pillows, at $1 each : Jesen anes Aon ee 

2 fe ather pillows, at $1.50 each . TR sae do 

1 large round cushion, covered with Very gol 

2 large square cushions as above ý iene 7 he do 

2 small round puff cushions as above i i 

16 kapok cushions, covered with tribute silk i 

2 down comferters (best quality k 

3 pairs, double, full-sized, all-wool blankets, at $20 per pair.... 

4 sinvle sized blankets, 100 percent wool, at $15 each 

1 double-bed size pure wool, hand-crocheted Afghan (new) never beer 

2 extra full size mosquito nets, best quality 

1 single size, best quality, mosquito net 

3 single size, cheaper nets (for servants). 

4 single cotton blankets, at $1.50 each à = 

Old linen which was in everyday use but the condition of it was g 
things as sheets, pillowcases, bath towels, hand towels, dish towels, 
Nearest approximate value, 

2 handmade filet bedspreads (large size) fine quality aaar a aa a a 

2 artificial satin bedspreads to go under the above lo 


2 filet be ispreads (single size) Very good.. 
Good 


Very good 


Serepe bedspreads... i 5 ; 
1 real satin bedcover (ful size) ...-| Good 8 
1 khaki colored wool blanket.... sd k essei 6. 
2 tufted chenille bedspreads, sing tle size (new)..-.--.-- coos Excellent...... 10 


LINEN 


(The following linen was all new, stored in chests, and had never been used. Condition therefore ws 
pertect) 


12 sheets (72 by 108), at $2 each... Excellent......| 
5 percale sheets (72 by 108), at $4 each 

6 percale pillowcases, at 85 cents each 

6 picot pillowcases, at 40 cents each 

12 colored bath towels (large size), at 90 cents each. 

12 white bath towels, at 75 cents each.. 

24 large white muslin tea towels, at $2.25 per dozen 

24 linen dish towels, at $4.70 per dozen 

2 colored bathmats, at $1.95 each 

12 dishcloths, at $1.20 per dozen............. 

24 washcloths, at $1.20 per dozen 

12 linen face towels... - 

TE NE I E aasan aaan r 
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New table linens, banquet cloths, luncheon sets, napkins, dresser scarfs, etc. 


It is practically impossible to enumerate and describe each individual piece of 
this linen which runs into hundreds of pieces. A very careful inventory which 
was prepared in 1940 showed a value of well over $1,000. This linen is all new, 
never been used, and has been kept in perfect condition in camphor-wood chests. 
It consists of tablecloths from 2% yards to 6 yards each, various kinds of tea 
cloths and napkins, luncheon sets, runners, doilies, dresser scarfs, beautiful 
handkerchiefs, etc. All this linen is made of first quality Irish linen and is all 
hand-embroidered, much of it is solid Venetian, and some of the new Saigon 
work. There are also dozens and dozens of hand towels, guest towels, and 
fingertip towels. 

Approximate valuation on the whole amount is $1,000.00. 


Tools and implements for garden 
Potted plants, jars, croeks, ete., for garden 


Zine washtubs, boards, hose, 2 ironing boards, sleeveboard, clothes baskets, 


large crocks for water and rice containers, frock racks, towel racks, clothes- | 
lines, doormats, shelving and built-in cabinets, ete 
Blackout material throughout the house 


New flat silver (no pieces missing and all in excellent condition) 

24 dinner knives 12 fish forks 

24 dinner forks 2 butter knives 

12 entree knives 2 sugarspoons 

12 entree forks 2 pie servers 

24 salad forks 4 berry spoons 

36 teaspoons 2 sauceboat spoons 
dessert spoons gravy-boat spoons 
ice teaspoons jelly knives 
coffee spoons 2 olive forks 
fruit spoons cheese knives 
oyster-cocktail forks tea strainer 
tablespoons asparagus server 
soupspoons ) service spoons 
boullion spoons carving set and nontarnishable box 
bread-and-butter spreaders nontarnishable chests 
fish knives 


One check was written for whole amount. Do not know price of individual 
pieces ($322.50). 


OLD FLAT SILVER 


Condition | Value 


8 knives 

8 forks.. 

8 soupspoons....--- 

8 bread-and butter s 

8 dessert spoons 

SIRE ion tercnce aa aa aa aa 
a aaa Sntiindawsenmedinheduewetenes 
2 berry spoons 

l gravy ladle 

1 pie server 

3 tablespoons 

I aa aaa aa aaa aa a 
aoo MATRA AE A 
6 fish knives Á | 


name “Robison” in Chinese characters. | 
e a a TN a ccc ccnsssnadneveeddccedocsusseuneobeabe | Good 
1 silver tea service (silver plate). | Very good 
1 pair candlestick holders (sterling) | Excellent 
P S E a A a A S a do 
E E aaa a do... 
I en nos ce Saw ebbedeneeoesnsntncdaseuein | 
a a a a | 
1 double (top and bottom) silver vegetable dish...................-........-.-- aoe do 
2 large silver cocktail shakers 
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HAROLD D. ROBISON 
OLD FLAT SILVER—Continued 
Condition Value 


1 silver loving cup 

3 silver beer mugs 

1 pair salt and pepper shakers 

6 pairs individual salt and peppers 

Ween Me Wink 42 ble dékenbébnbasnbodudbectedwscbsendberedebaddbeles i 
1 silver gravy boat and sauce plate Excellent. adie 
3 silver bread trays 

1 silver cake tray ‘with handle) 

1 silver cake tray (without handle) 

1 silver ice bucket, and tongs 

4 small silver rosebud vases \Good 

1 large silver rose vase mbane 
1 silver sandwich plate | Excellent 


v 


È 


— 


~ 


h 


12 cocktail cups...... 

1 cocktail shaxer | 

ne BE cccnscrcnanenenansenscossrssheoeesscasninniosiiicien | 

1 large platter 

1 small platter 

I aaa aaa 

2 small cigarette boxes 

1 jam container (glass inside) 

1 mustard container (glass inside) .- à RETIE .do.... 
1 fan-shaped tray, engraved and set with Peking stones Excellent 
1 ice bucket, engraved and set with Peking stones 


Dishes (complete dinner set in Canton chinaware with service for 18) 
No breakage and everything in excellent condition, $125 


18 dinner plates 18 after-dinner coffee cups 

18 iunch plates 18 after-dinner coffee saucers 
18 breakfast plates 18 nut dishes (individual) 

18 salad plates 18 pie or dessert plates 

18 soup plates 3 vegetable dishes 

18 cups 2 gravy dishes 

18 saucers 4 platters 

18 boullion cups 1 pickle dish 

18 boullion saucers 2 celery dishes 

24 bread and butter plates 


Condition Value 


l extra large punchbow! and platter Excellent $12. 50 
2 condiment sets of 8 pieces each and lacquer trays | Very good 10. 00 
Several odd pieces of china........ K 10, 00 
1 dinner set for every day use in imitation Wedgewood, for 6 people Good | 15. 00 


BOOKS AND MUSIO 


UNE b) Acc ddstmaagendakeersdcetdecwuantamontennermereombeuntaenenewes cane | 
Life’s collection of songs and sheet music, books of the opera, glee-club music, 
1 set of music books consisting of 12 volumes, textbooks, ete. 


Glassware 


12 crystal goblets 

8 cutglass goblets 

12 smail tomato-juice glasses 

36 water glasses (good quality) 

72 water glasses (cheaper quality) 
24 martini glasses 

18 white wine glasses 

18 red wine glasses 

36 champagne glasses 
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24 liqueur glasses 

24 ice tea glasses 

12 old-fashioned cocktail glasses (good quality) 
12 old-fashioned cocktail glasses (cheaper quality) 
24 beer mugs and glasses 

24 Coca-cola glasses 

2 water pitchers 

1 cutglass water pitcher 

3 large crystal vases 

2 large glass flower bowls 

1 port wine jug 

2 vinegar jugs 

3 decanters 

1 tall cutglass vase 

24 colored-glass salad plates 


(Some of the above glassware was cutglass, some of it was Fostoria, and some 
of it of a cheaper quality, but all in excellent condition, intact, with no breakage.) 
Estimated value of whole amount, $125. 


Miscellaneous bric brac 


15 Benares brass service plates, $35. 
6 Benares brass dinner bells 
1 teapot (Benares brass) 
4 small plates (Benares brass) 
4 vases (Benares brass) 
2 cigarette boxes (Benares brass) 
6 ashtrays (Benares brass) 
1 sandwich tray (3 plates) (Benares brass) 
1 large cake plate (Benares brass) 
3 card trays (Benares brass) 
1 flower bow] (Benares brass) 
Estimated value, $30. 
(All the above bric brac is of excellent quality and in excellent condition.) 


Item Condition Value 


Se er ne IIT ino cclk chdiennpmetsiumanenadteaheemannn | Excellent 

a O a A O CONS CONE y ONEA iis canine 

2ebony elephant bookends .. ade 

l rose quartz Kuan Yen (la irge ‘size and ‘perfect in color) 

1 huge heavy bronze bow! (shaped like urn)... 

1 black and gold Cloisonne bow] and carved base, large 

2 large black and gold Cloisonne vases and bases.....- 

1 small round Cloisonne bow! and carved base 

1 small round blue Cloisonne bowl and carved base.................--..--.----|-..-- sannana 

Ka a A E E E a A E ow eouwe | 

12 colored Cloisonne ash trays (best quality) 

12 colored Cloisonne match holders (best quality) 

ee er I IO raaa aaa aaa n tadislps Dikara 

1 black and gold Cloisonne smoking set with cigar and cigarette space and | Very good 
lighter, with 8 ashtrays. 

3 colored Cloisonne (round) cigarette cans 

3 colored ashtrays to match 

l crystal tree 

1 crystal and glass tree (colored), soapstone base.. à 

l crystal cherry tree with similar O arasinan aa 

1 crystal flower spray 

1 crystal and glass flower wreath (colored) .........-.-.. 

l crystal and glass flower wreath (colored) 

4 largest size (20-inch diameter) Peking glass flower bowls 

4 carved wood bases for same....--- ` | Very good 

2 small colored Cloisonne bud vases and carved wood bases.--.- .<.......-.>..| Excellont | 

Several miscellaneous pieces, such as small vases, odd trays, bowls r i onnal 

1 good quality ivory Mahjong set Excellent... 

l cheaper quality a a cena G lace | 

3 sets (12 pieces) wooden racks for Mahjong sets | Vi ery good 

1 large Chinese porcelain vase (thousand flower design). 

Wood base (carved) for above vase (specially made)... 

1 Chinese porcelain vase and carved wood base 

l very heavy bronze vase and carved base > 

1 NOR UIO E O Tree. on nce cnccccccenecnduscceescssesasnctasdee | Very good 

l round ottoman (sides of black satin) Good 
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12 HAROLD D. ROBISON 


Personal effects of Mrs. Robison 


(The following Chinese silk lingerie, of best quality silk and all-hand embroidered 
was left in a trunk in Singapore. This was all new and had never been worn, 


hence the condition was perfect). 
Value 


m 

United 

States 

dollars 
3 silk brocade nightgowns, at $6.00 each 18. Ou 
6 satin nightgowns, at $6.50 each . 00 
3 satin slips, at $5 each 5. 00 
6 pair step-ins, at $2.00 . 00 
heavy satin brocade dressing gown 5. 00 
heavy silk kimonas, at $12.50 each 5. 00 
Mandarin coat (super) . 00 
Mandarin skirt (super)... - 5. 00 
cotton kimonas, at $1.50 each 3. 00 
satin brocade hostess gown 50 
satin slips, at $6 each 3. OO 


We bore bo 


LUGGAGE 


Condition 


1 leather hat box (lady’s).... sais haiiimat ae 

l leather hat box (gentleman’s), specially built for top hat and derby.....-.- Very goo 
3 leather suitcases... i ; ames Goo 

3 large box trunks 

2 medium-size box trunks 

1 small Army locker-size trunk 

1 full-sized wardrobe trunk, filled with miscellaneous perso 
1 three-quarter size wardrot 


Good 


be trunk.. 

1 single size wardrobe trunk 

1 travel robe trunk á 

1 set lady’s 10-club matched Kroydon golf clubs, and bag................. 


Kitchen utensils 

Kitchen utensils, like the linen, would be difficult to list. Utensils were 
plentiful and complete in every detail, consisting of high-grade aluminum, some 
of it the heavy club aluminum, and some of the heavy cast iron, such as Dutch 
oven, popover irons, heavy skillets, etc. 

Condition: Fifty percent were in excellent condition (many of the articles 
were comparatively new) and 50 percent in good condition. Fair estimate of 
value, $125. 

One large (8-quart) waterless pressure cooker, $25. 


Personal effects of Mr. Robison 


| Condition | Value 


1 dress suit, 7 years old a n $125. 00 


1 tuxedo, serze, 2 years old... | Excellent 60. 00 

2 tuxedo Palm Beach white coats. bl ack trousers, ne wW, naia ee 34. 00 

1 tropical-weight wool tuxedo, made in Singapore ; -| Excellent.. 40. 00 

12 Saigon linen coats, purchase d between 1936 O a apas haa Good to excel- 84. 00 

18 pairs Saigon linen trousers, purchased 1936-42, $4 per pair 2, 00 

6 Palm Beach suits, new 1940, $10.50 each : 

4 Palm Beach suits, new, purchased 1941 or 1942, $10.50 each (the Palm Beach 
pe were purchased at wholesale prices through Mueller & Phipps. New | 

York). 

1 light summer woo! suit 

ee BE aanprees tpai hannar ar 

1 black overcoat, 6 years old 

1 camel hair light topcoat 

1 formal suit, 12 years old 

6 woolen suits purchased between 1932 and 1935, ps acked in cold storage from | 
1936 to 1942. Hickey Freeman suits, price between $60 and $75 each, estimate į 
average value $40 each. | 

1 raincoat | Very good 

3 dozen shirts, $24 per dozen Excellent..... 

1 dozen sports shirts, cost between $1.75 and $4 each 
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Personal effects of Mr. Robison—Continued 


Condition Value 


6 dress shirts, $5 each. __._...- ---| Very good 
sam Chenny ties, purchased latter part of 1939, $12 2 to $18 per ‘dozen, ‘average j w. ikea 
15 

1 dozen Arrow ties, purchased 1941, $9 per dozen 

1 silk tophat ae: datdnads 

1 black derby hat........-. didda bon es 

1 panama hat 3 

Underwear: 

4 dozen undershirts and same number of shorts---.-- - .-| Very good_. 
i dozen pairs of pajamas, cost between $2.50 and $4 per Į pair, av erage esti- | Very good and 
mated at about $2.75... ------| excellent. 

3 pairs French. Shriner and Urner golf shoes, $12.50 per pair | 2 pairs good, 
1 pair excel- 
lent. 

3 pairs brown shoes, F. 8. & U., $10.85 per pair Good, very 
good and ex- 
cellent. 

2 pairs sport shoes, F. S. | Very good.... 

3 pairs black shoes, F. S. & U 2 pairs good, | 
1 pair excel- 
lent. 

2 pairs of dress shoes, F. 8 . | pair very 
good, other 
excellent. 

2 sweaters, wool, cost $5 each 

1 leather jerkin... 

3 towel coats DERD NB DARDAN a 

6 dozen white Irish linen handkerchie fs, $3.50 per dozen__._.. | Good and ex- 

Í cellent. 

1 wool sports coat....- | Very good 

3 dozen pairs silk socks, $6 per dozen satan Very good to 
excellent. 

1 dozen pairs woolen sports soc ks 3 

1 Chinese shantung silk bath robe 

1C hine se silk dressing gown 

1 Japanese silk bath robe... 

ln iakin sheepskin-lined mackinaw. 

1 built-to-order Fox 20-gage single-trigger dot ib le -bi arrek 

1 pair high-top riding boots.. 

Shooting clothing representing co! plete outfits for both up! anc d and w ater game 

shooting 
6 pairs khaki shorts, at $1.50 per pair 


Some of the clothing items may appear excessive but a glance at my service 
record will reveal that I was stationed in Singapore from the beginning of 1936 to 
the time of my forced departure in February 1942. Living in a tropical climate 
it is necessary to have complete winter and summer clothing in order to travel to 
and from the United States and to have warm clothing to wear while visiting 
mountain districts. Tropical climatic conditions make it necessary to change 
clothing completely at least twice daily, and on occasions three times a day. In 
Singapore it was customary to dress formally in the evening when attending almost 
all functions. On each occasion before leaving for Singapore I purchased sufficient 
American-made shoes, shirts, and ties to cover normal Wear and tear over a period 
of 3 years. The latter two items were purchased at wholesale prices. Woolen 
and extra clothing were stored in cold-storage warehouses until required. 

Value in 
United States 
dollars 
1 matched 14-club set Kroydon golf clubs, excellent condition 125. 00 
1 golf bag, condition very good . 50 
1 Elgin watch, open-face, 20-year guaranty case. (This watch is an 

heirloom, value unknown), estimated at 50. 00 
1 Waltham watch, 17-jewel, value 50. 00 
1 Eastman camera and case, condition, very good 50. 00 
1 pair Zeiss binoculars and carry ing case, cost 75. 00 
Jewelry, consisting of men’s dress sets, ‘cuff buttons, studs, etc., esti- 

mated value 50. 00 
Toilet requisites, consisting of several types of razors, hairbrushes, 

clothing brushes, and toilet articles, estimated at 50. 00 
Foodstuffs and household necessities sufficient for 10 months’ supply, 

estimated cost 1, 200. 00 


WWYEeeRsrry OF MICHIGAN 
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These foodstuffs and household necessities were accumulated over a period of 
several months when they became available on the market or could be imported 
from America, the Philippine Islands, and other sources. Buying reserve food- 
stuffs was not considered hoarding and the practice was encouraged by the Gov- 
ernment. In addition to the stocks I purchased large quantities from American 
citizens who were leaving, Among the foodstuffs were sufficient rice and milk 
products for my Chinese servants and their families. 

One 4-door deluxe model Ford car purchased new in January 1940. This 
car cost S. 8.$2,250, which price included 10 percent discount allowed to Foreign 
Service officers. Arrangements had been made to sell this car to the Straits 
Settlements Government for S. S.$2,900 for delivery between February 10 and 12, 
but owner was forced to leave Singapore before delivery could be effected. Car 
had been driven slightly over 20,000 miles. The value of small used cars increased 
after gasoline rationing came into effect and it was possible to dispose of a used 
car in good condition for more than the original cost. Estimated value at the 
time of departure based on offer from Straits Settlements Government, $1,450. 

One deluxe Imperial sports model Chrysler sedan, late 1941 model, value, 
$2,000. 

Ownership of two cars on the basis of my annual income is rather difficult to 
explain. Frankly, this loss is purely a case of misjudgment. I purchased this 
ear knowing that I could sell my Ford and with a little additional financial outlay 
have a comparatively new car. At the time of purchase, I did not realize that 
it would be necessary to evacuate Singapore. During the period in which the 
two cars were in my possession, one; namely, the Ford, was used by my wife in 
visiting Chinese hospitals, where she worked until January 30, and providing 
American citizens with transportation between their residences and the Singapore 
Harbor Board in order to embark on vessels for departure. 

The Chrysler car was used for official business by various American consular 
officers and clerks. The Ford car was last seen on the docks at Singapore, the 
chauffeur having instructions to drive it to my residence. The Chrysler car was 
left in a garage at Mr. Patton’s residence, which was, prior to the evacuation of 
Singapore, being used as the office of the American consulate general. I believe 
that Mr. Patton, American consul general, listed the Chrysler car as property 
left in the care of the Swiss consul, Singapore. 

Cash on deposit at the Mercantile Bank of India, Australia, and China, whict 
bank took over the accounts of the Singapore branch of the National City Bank 
of New York, and a check made out to Harold D. Robison by Kenneth 8. Patton 
for approximately 8.8.$295 and placed in the mail the morning of my departure 
(Mr. Patton’s check covered official payments due me and exact amount is on 
record with Accounts Division, Department of State), estimated at between 
§.8.$900 and S.8.$1,000, or U.S., from $450 to $500. 

All bank records were left with a Chinese clerk employed at the American 
consulate general, who had instructions to send my deposit book and Mr. Patton’s 
check for deposit in the bank. At the time I received information that it was 
possible for us to leave Singapore the banks were closed owing to air raids, and it 
was not possible for me to secure any financial statement or draw any mone) 
As a matter of fact, it was necessary for me to borrow money from Mr. Patto! 
in order to advance my Chinese servants the money that was due them. Total 
claim, $17,665.35, 

Insurance 

Household and personal effects were insured at a value of 8.S8.$20,000 against 
fire and theft. Policy taken out through Paterson Simons, Singapore, agents for 
Alliance Insurance Co. 

The property included under policies mentioned above was in good condition 
the day I left my residence. No claims have been presented for payment, because 
al] records were left in Singapore and policies did not cover war risk. 

Ford car insured for 8.8.$2,500, comprehensive policy (all risks). Paterson 
Simons, agents for the Alliance Insurance Co. Policy left in Singapore. 

Chrysler car, comprehensive policy (all risks) for $4,000. Agent R. 8. Adler, 
Singapore. Name of insuring company not known. 

Golf clubs insured for all risks (except war), including breakage, for 8.8.$500, 
insured with Paterson Simons, Singapore, agents. 
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